
We are in Mark 14, looking at the story of Jesus and his disciples in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  This passage in Mark takes place the night before Jesus was to be 
crucified on a Roman cross and it follows after the Passover meal that Jesus has just 
shared with his disciples where He instituted the Lord’s supper, a new covenant with His 
people in which we remember that His body was broken and His blood was shed for the 
remission of our sin. Following the Passover meal, Jesus tells his disciples that they will 
all fall away and that Peter will deny Jesus three times, though all of Jesus’ disciples 
claim that they will not fall away, nor deny Jesus. (Mark 14:12-31)  
 
Our passage this morning is found in Mark 14:32-52 
   “And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I pray.” And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. 
Remain here and watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all 
things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 
will.” And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you 
asleep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away 
and prayed, saying the same words. And again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. And he came 
the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; 
the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us 
be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”  
 

And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with 
him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the 
elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. 
Seize him and lead him away under guard.” And when he came, he went up to him at 
once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And they laid hands on him and seized him. 
But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest 
and cut off his ear. And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I was with you in the temple 
teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” And they all left 
him and fled.  
 

And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they 
seized him, but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.  
 



Devotional: 
This text sets up a clear contrast between the weakness and shortcomings of the 
disciples but the strength and resolve of our Saviour. Unfortunately, we are far more like 
the disciples we see in this story than any one of us would probably like to admit.  
  
Jesus tells his group of disciples to pray and then He takes Peter, James and John 
(Jesus’ “inner circle”) further into the garden with Him and begins to express the 
extreme levels of distress that He is beginning to feel as He knows that the cross draws 
near. In verse 34 Jesus says to the three disciples “Remain here and watch.”, meaning, 
“keep your eyes on me…” 
 
Now, why Peter, James and John? Why were these three chosen to be with Jesus, 
watching him as He entered into his greatest battles of sorrow and temptation?  
 
If we look back to Mark 10, we see James and John approach Jesus and say to him 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your 
right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” 
Mark 10:35–39 
 
And Peter has just finished his impassioned speech, vowing to Jesus in front of all of 
the other disciples “Even though they will all fall away, I will not… If I must die with you, I 
will not deny you.” Mark 14:29,31 
 
In Peter, James and John we see three disciples who have made lofty promises and 
vows of commitment to Jesus. But can they follow through on them?  
 
In this passage, Mark also shows us two other characters: Judas is one of Jesus’ 
disciples who has been following Jesus for three years. Judas has seen Jesus’ 
miracles, listened to His teaching, and along with all of the other disciples he has just 
hours earlier vowed that He would not fall away or deny Jesus. Yet on the same night, 
with a kiss meant to display honour and brotherly affection, Judas betrays Jesus into the 
hands of his enemies for payment of 30 pieces of silver.  
 
But regardless of the commitments and vows that the disciples had made to Jesus, 
promising to follow Him through thick or thin, and regardless of their own perceived 



strength in believing that they could drink the cup that Jesus would have to drink, Mark 
tell us in verse 50 “...they all left him and fled.” 
 
In verse 51, Mark introduces one other character to his readers; an unnamed man who 
tries to follow Jesus but was seized by the temple guards. But he was so desperate to 
flee from Jesus’ captors that he made his escape by dropping his linen cloth and 
running away through the streets of Jerusalem naked. (Many of the early Church 
Father’s believed this to be this book’s author, John Mark) 
 
What this passage shows us, is that just like the disciples we too are weak and cannot 
keep our vows and commitments that we make to our saviour. We cannot follow 
through on our promises of unconditional and unwavering devotion to Jesus. We too 
leave him and flee. 
   Just like Judas, we have betrayed Jesus, and often for so much less than 30 pieces of 
silver. We betray Jesus when we only display love and devotion to Him when He gives 
us what we want, but we abandon Him by surrendering our hearts to the temporary and 
fleeting pleasures of this world when it offers us what we think we want.  
  James and John, told Jesus that they could drink the cup that he could drink, which 
means they thought that they could endure everything that Jesus would have to endure 
to usher in His Kingdom. We too think that we are stronger than we are. We think that 
with enough effort, positive thinking, and self-control we can “drink the cup” and conquer 
our own sin. How many times have we cried out to God, vowing in prayer “I’ll never sin 
like that again! I promise.” But we find ourselves back in the same rut of sin again and 
again because we have yet to see that in our own efforts we are completely weak and 
truly powerless over sin. 
   Like Peter, we make lofty claims, loudly declaring that we are completely sold out to 
Jesus and absolutely nothing, not even death, would ever stop us from following him. 
But like Peter, when we see that being a disciple of Jesus may actually mean that we 
would lose our lives for His sake and the sake of the gospel (Mark 8:35), and that Jesus’ 
victory isn’t going to come through displays of “strength” but in weakness (2 Corinthians 
13:4), we count the cost of following Jesus on His terms and it sends us into a panic, 
and again, we flee. 
   And by inserting himself into the story, a naked man, likely John Mark himself, humbly 
shows us that he too fled the scene, fearing his fate if he were caught in association 
with Jesus and his disciples. Almost as if to say to the reader, “don’t think that if you 
were here, you would have stood beside Jesus in solidarity. I saw what was happening, 
and when push came to shove I ran, and so would you.” 
  



We are weaker than we’d like to think we are. We live on the side of the 
post-resurrection disciples, but often we look and act a lot like the pre-resurrection 
disciples.  
 
But thanks be to God, He does not leave us because we have betrayed Him, or failed 
Him, or denied Him when we should have stood in chains beside Him. And through this 
passage, we come to understand that the Christian life is not about our commitment to 
Jesus, but Jesus’ commitment to us.  
 
In verse 34, Jesus said to Peter, James and John “Remain here and watch” and Jesus 
goes to pray,  and falls on the ground calling out to God His Father saying “Abba, 
Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but 
what you will.” (Mark 14:36) Jesus is saying to these three men who think they are so 
strong,  “keep your eyes on me. Watch as I struggle through what I am about to face. 
Watch as I battle my greatest temptation. Watch as I sweat blood in distress over 
fulfilling my mission. Watch as I call out to God, begging my Father for another way but 
receive no answer from Him. Watch as I get a foretaste of what it will be like to be 
completely abandoned by God for the first time ever, and watch as I submit myself 
completely to His will despite what it will cost me.”  
 
But the disciples fall asleep.  
 
We are weak, but He is strong. We are uncommitted, or conditionally committed to Him, 
but we see that He is completely committed to us through His unwavering commitment 
to the will of His Father. And on the cross, the cup that should have been poured out on 
us was poured out on Jesus when he took the cup of wrath for the sin of man. Although 
his disciples abandoned Him when he was arrested, He faced an even greater 
abandonment when He was forsaken by His Father so that we would never have to be 
abandoned by the Father.  
 
We will never have the strength and resolve that our saviour demonstrated when He 
overcame His greatest temptation in the garden of Gethsemane. We will never be able 
to demonstrate a level of commitment that Jesus displayed when he submitted himself 
to the Father’s will, knowing that he would not only bear the physical pain of the cross 
but that on the cross, He would have to bear the spiritual pain for the price of our sin in 
our place. But because of what Jesus has done for us, we can put our faith in Him, 
surrendering every part of our life to Him, knowing that even in our moments of 
weakness, betrayal and denial our saviour stands strong for us, is graciously committed 
to us, and has given His life for us so that we can truly live.  



Discussion Questions: 
 
What ways are we/you like the disciples? Which characteristics in Peter, James and 
John, Judas (the naked man???) do you see in yourself?  
 
How have you seen Jesus be faithful in your life even you have been unfaithful to him?  
 
How does the truth of this passage speak to us individually, as a local faith family, and 
as the global Church? 
 
Seeing the grace of Jesus in the passage through his commitment to us, how can we 
take comfort in that in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic? 
 
Based on what Jesus has accomplished, what is our response to the world around us?  
 
 
 


